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SUBJ: SADAT INTERVIEW WITH BRITISH INDEPENDENT TELEVISION 

1. INTERVIEW OF PRES SADAT BY BRITISH INDEPENDENT 
TELEVISION (ITV), PUBLISHED IN LOCAL DAILIES JUNE 17, 

BREAKS NO NEW GROUND BUT DOES SET FORTH GOE NEGOTIATING 
POSITION FOR NEXT ROUND OF ME NEGOTIATIONS. AMONG HIGH- 
LIGHTS: 

2. STATE OF BELLIGERENCY. SADAT STRESSED THAT STATE OF 
BELLIGERENCY CANNOT BE TERMINATED UNTIL ISRAEL HAS WITH- 
DRAWN FRO ALL ARAB TERRITORY OCCUPIED IN 1967. ISRAELI 
PROPOSAL TO WITHDRAW IN STAGES, WITH ADDITIONAL MEASURE 
OF PEACE AT EACH STAGE, IS "IMPRACTICAL", SINCE STATE 

OF BELLIGERENCY WILL REMAIN UNTIL LAST ISRAELI SOLDIER 
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HAS DEPARTED ARAB SOIL. 

3. OIL WEAPON. SADAT STATED THAT "WE WISH TO GIVE PEACE 
ALL MOMENTUM NEEDED" AND REMARKED THAT, CONCERNING OIL 
WEAPON, HE DOES NOT WISH TO THREATEN OR BE THREATENED. 

IF PEACE NOT ATTAINED, ENTIRE QUESTION OE OIL WOULD BE 
RECONSIDERED, BUT HIS WOULD NOT BE DECISION OF SADAT, 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


BUT RATHER OF ALL ARAB LEADERS. 

4. DEMILITARIZED ZONES. GOE WILL NOT ACCEPT PRESENCE 
OF ISRAELI PATROLS IN ANY DEMILITARIZED ZONES CREATED 
BY PEACE AGREEMENT. ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD ACCEPT US 
TROOPS IN DEMILITARIZED ZONES, SADAT REPLIED THAT HE 
WOULD PREFER UN FORCES, ALTHOUGH MATTER OPEN TO NEGOTIA- 
TION. 

5. ISRAELI WITHDRAWALS. SADAT NOTED THAT ARABS EXPECT 
ISRAELIS MUST WITHDRAW FROM "EVERY EACH" OF ARAB TERRITORY, 
INCLUDING "NEW JEWISH SETTLEMENTS" ON WEST BANK AND 
"ARAB JERUSALEM". SADAT STATED THAT "NOBODY IN ARAB 
WORLD, MOSLEM OR CHRISTIAN, NOR ANYONE IN ISLAMIC WORLD 

IN GENERAL CAN ACCEPT ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY OVER ARAB 
PART OF JERUSALEM." PALESTINIAN STATE, 

COMPRISING WEST BANK, GAZA, AND CORRIDOR, MUST BE ES- 
TABLISHED. 

6. LIKUD VICTORY. SADAT DENIED THAT LIKUD VICTORY HAD 
UPSET GOE TACTICS OR STRATEGY CONCERNING GENEVA MEPC. 
VICTORY "MAY HAVE BEEN A SHOCK TO SOME PEOPLE, BUT NO 
SURPRISE" TO SADAT. THERE NO DIFFERENCE IN "FINAL 
GOALS" BETWEEN BEGIN, RABIN, MEIR, OR DAYAN. "ISRAELIS 
HAVE THEIR PROBLEMS, WE HAVE OURS, BUT WE ALL FACE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF MAINTAINING PEACE." 

7. PALESTINIANS. ASKED WHETHER PLO WOULD ACCEPT ISRAEL 
IF LATTER RECOGNIZED THAT PALESTINIAN STATE TO BE ES- 
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TABLISHED IN WEST BANK/GAZA, SADAT NOTED THAT PALESTINIANS 
HAD NOT YET BEEN ASKED TO "SAY THEIR WORK". SADAT 
HAD URGED PRESIDENT CARTER TO BEGIN A DIALOGUE WITH 
PALESTINIANS, SO THAT AMERICANS COULD UNDERSTAND PAL- 
ESTINIAN VIEWPOINT AND ARRANGE MATTERS BETWEEN PALESTINIANS 
AND ISRAELIS. 

8. SEPARATE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI AGREEMENT? SADAT DENIED 
THAT EGYPT WOULD SIGN AGREEMENT WITH ISRAEL AT GENEVA 
"AHEAD OF OTHER ARAB PARTIES". UNLESS ALL PARTIES CON- 
CERNED ATTENDED GENEVA MEPC AND SIGNED FINAL PEACE 
AGREEMENT, THERE CAN BE NO PERMANENT PEACE. 

9. U.S. -SOVIETS. SADAT STRESSED THAT US ONLY FORCE 
WHICH COULD BRING PRESSURE ON ISRAEL AND NOTED THAT 
AMERICAN INTERESTS LAY WITHIN ARAB WORLD, NOT WITH 
ISRAEL. SADAT DENIED THAT FONMIN FAHMY HAD GONE TO 
MOSCOW TO REBUILD EGYPT'S BRIDGES TO USSR IN CASE OF 
AMERICAN FAILURE ON NEGOTIATING FRONT. GOE NOT PLAYING 
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OFF us AGAINST SOVIETS, PRES ADDED. 

10. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SADAT REITERATED PREVIOUS STATE- 
MENTS, INTERVIEW APPEARS TO BE ATTEMPT TO INEORM WEST 
EORECEEULLY THAT ARABS NOT ABOUT TO ADOPT CONCILIATORY 
STANCE IN FACE OE HARD-LINE STATEMENTS EMANATING EROM 
ISRAEL. SADAT DID NOT RAISE QUESTION OE RETURN TO WAR 
AND MAINTAINED HIS OET-STRESSED OPTIMISM THAT NEGOTIATIONS 
AT GENEVA CAN SUCCEED (WITH A LITTLE HELP PROM US), 

BUT APPARENTLY WANTED TO DEMONSTRATE THAT ARABS, AS WELL 
AS LIKUD, INTEND TO BE TOUGH NEGOTIATORS. 

EILTS 
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